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TEXT:  Matthew 4:1-11 
THEME:  JESUS DEFEATED THE DEVIL FOR US 
 
Dear Forgiven Children of God: 
 
In the early 1970s, the DTE Energy Music Theatre in Clarkston was known as Pine Knob 
and one summer night a bunch of my buddies and I went to an outdoor concert there.  The 
ticket cost $20 and we each had to chip in $2 for gas.  It was an expensive night!  The main 
act was James Taylor and the warm-up act was Linda Ronstadt.  It was an awesome night! 
 
After Linda Ronstadt’s performance, you could hear a lot of people saying, “That’s going to 
be a tough act to follow.”  Of course no featured band wants to be upstaged by its opening 
act.  The design of concert flow is supposed to move from the lesser to the greater, from a 
good performance to a great performance, from a John the Baptist to a Jesus. 
 
Today we believers follow Jesus, not just by faith, but also in time.  For us, Jesus and his 
saving ways are a part of the history we read in the Gospel accounts.  Jesus came first, 
and here we are today following after him.  This leads us to an important consideration with 
the temptation of Jesus:  “Agree or disagree:  Jesus is a tough act to follow.” 
 
What?!?  Jesus was not tempted by Satan just to show us how it’s done or to upstage all 
those who fall into temptation.  Those who think of Jesus as the act we must follow grossly 
miss the point of Jesus’ ministry.  The sad sermon of so many preachers today mentions 
Jesus the Example and leaves out Jesus the Substitute.  Our own sinful nature loves that 
sad sermon and is so quick to convince us of our need to keep God’s commands, to do 
something to be worthy of salvation.  The voice of our own heart is always chattering about 
our own effort and attitude.  We get accustomed to using “the Christ who came before” only 
as a means of comparison to “the me who follows after.” 
 
We can certainly learn about how to face temptation like Jesus did in the wilderness.  We 
can learn about how the devil tempts us from how Jesus was tempted.  But the Holy Spirit 
led Jesus into the wilderness primarily for us.  This was his mission statement:  to keep 
God’s law perfectly FOR us as our Substitute.  His war was a strength-sapping struggle 
with Satan in our place.  Our Incarnate Lord suffered the full pain and torment of temptation 
in a forty-day fight.  God in his Word wants us to know clearly that his temptation was like 
ours in every way, except one—he was without sin.  Jesus left the wilderness sinless—for 
us.  He left a conqueror and winner, with the victory flag of perfection still wrapped over his 
shoulders—for us.  He did everything in our Gospel lesson today FOR us—not just to show 
us what to do.  He accomplished his mission statement. 
 
Everyone seems to have a mission statement these days—businesses, charitable 
organizations, churches, even individuals.  People try to boil down their purpose for 
existence into one easy-to-remember sentence.  But just because you have a mission 
statement doesn’t mean you won’t get misguided.  A company whose purpose is to build 
quality cars will be a little off base if it starts devoting all its resources to building houses.  
The Bible says that the church’s mission is to proclaim the gospel.  But some churches 
make social work their endeavor.  Do you know what Trinity’s mission statement is?  Can 
you find it on the bulletin?  “Winning souls for Christ.  Coaching Christians to victory.” 
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Jesus came into this world with one mission:  to save sinners.  To carry out that mission, he 
had to live a perfectly holy, perfectly obedient life from start to finish in every way.  Then he 
had to walk the road of the cross, bearing the guilt of the world’s sin.  He had to be pierced, 
crushed, and punished to win forgiveness, life, and salvation for us sinners.  This mission 
involved self-sacrifice.   
 
But although Jesus is the almighty Son of God, after 40 days in the wilderness, he was 
hungry.  As true God, he had provided bread from heaven for the Israelites wandering in 
the wilderness.  What harm could there be, Satan reasoned, if Jesus just used his divine 
power to make stones into bread? 
 
There would be a lot of harm—the damnation of all human beings!  Jesus would be using 
his divine power for selfish needs.  Even worse, he would be displaying a lack of 
confidence that his heavenly Father was well aware of his needs and could speak his 
powerful word to provide for his Son.  Jesus’ own power to create bread from stones had to 
submit to his Father’s power to speak his powerful creating and sustaining word at the right 
time.  Jesus lived by the power of God’s Word. 
 
Jesus won the war against the forces of evil through his perfect life, his sacrifice on the 
cross, and his resurrection.  He defeated the devil FOR us.  Jesus’ cry of victory from the 
cross and the angel’s words at the empty tomb proclaimed his victory with unmistakable 
clarity. 
 
Even though the war has been won, the battles go on.  Satan couldn’t thwart God’s 
salvation.  So, now he is “eager to devour us.”  He “now means deadly woe.”  He uses 
every trick in his well-worn play book to draw us away from Christ and his saving work.   
 
But Jesus doesn’t leave us alone.  “He’s by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and 
Spirit” (CW 201:4).  He provides us with the same weapon he used to send Satan away:  
God’s Word.   
 
That is why our worship is centered and immersed in the Word of God.  That is why Bible 
classes and personal Bible study are so important.  That is one reason children memorize 
Bible passages.  All of this gives us an arsenal of powerful weapons at our disposal to turn 
back the devil’s temptations.  Just as Jesus’ words sent Satan away, so we can use the 
Word of God to send the devil scurrying back to hell.  Remember my friends, “One little 
word can fell him” (CW 201:3).  All because Jesus defeated the devil FOR us.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for facing Satan in our place.  Protect us 
from the evil one and help us turn away from the devil’s empty 
promises. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for staying true to your mission to save us.  In 
everything we say and do, may we live to your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus, lead us to the right kind of faith in you and help us to live 
that faith. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for sending away Satan for us, using the 
power of your Word.  Help us make the one true God and his Holy 
Word our highest priority. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for your complete victory.  Continue 
strengthening us to fight our ongoing battle.  Help us to use your 
Word to defeat all the devil’s temptations.   
 
Lord Jesus, you are our Substitute who defeated the devil for us.  
We know you will answer our prayer.  Therefore, we boldly and 
confidently pray the prayer you taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


